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DETAILED ACTION 
DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement. 

1. As required by M.P.E.P. 2001.06(b) and C.F.R 1.98(d) since the instant application 
has been identified as a continuation application of: an earlier filed application No. 
09/764286, which was examined by the Examiner, now patent No. 6606695, and is relied 
upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120, the Examiner has reviewed the prior 
art cited in the earlier related application as required by M.P.E.P 904 and as stated in 
M.P.E.P 600 (I) (2) no separate citation of the same prior art need be made in the instant 
application. As required by M.P.E.P. 609 C(2), a copy of the PTOL-1449 is attached to 
the instant office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of 
this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 22, 23-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burton et al PN 6,633,962, and in view of Blumenau et al US 2001/0020254. 
Per claims 1 and 22, Burton teaches a storage system comprising: a storage control unit 
for receiving a data write request from a plurality of host computers which configure a 
plurality of host groups; at least one storage unit coupled to said storage control unit, said 
storage unit has a plurality of storage regions for storing data; wherein said storage 
control unit has security information indicating relationships between each of said host 
groups and each of said storage regions accessible for each of said host groups [col. 2, 
lines 5-55]; wherein said security information is used by said storage control unit to reject 
accesses from other host groups other than each of said host groups are permitted to 
access to each of said storage regions [fig. 1-2; abstract]; and wherein said storage control 
unit receives a Port Login (PLOGI) frame [CDB, col. 6, lines 1-30] from a newly host 
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computer which is newly coupled to said storage control unit [e.g., determining whether 
any host that is not in the determined cluster group, col. 15, lines 1-17; col. 18, claim 21] 
and acquires a World Wide Name (WWN) and a source identifier (S_ID) contained in 
said PLOGI frame from said PLOGI frame so that an administrator can select a storage 
region of said plurality of storage regions to be accessed from a host group belonging to 
said newly host computer by using said acquired WWN [col. 3, lines 1-40; col. 5, lines 1- 
25, lines 38-65; col. 6, lines 1-65; col. 7, lines 1-35; col. 11, lines 15-60; col. 12, lines 40- 
65]; 

Burton does not teach without inputting a WWN of said newly host computer by said 
administrator. 

Blumenau teaches without inputting a WWN of said newly host computer by said 

administrator [col. 4, lines 1-15; col. 10, [0095], [0099]]. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to further include the teaching of Blumenau as mentioned above into 

Burton system. Doing so would avoid error from inputting the lengthy WWN of each 

host into the computer system [col. 10, [0095]]. 

Burton further teaches: 

Per claims 3 and. 24, new host computer is newly started up [col. 9, lines 40-45; col. 15, 
lines 3-17]. 

Per claims 7 and 28, storage region is a logical unit [fig. 2]. 

Per claims 2 ,23 said storage control unit sends Accept (ACC) frame or Link Service 
Reject (LS_RJT) frame based on said received PLOGI frame [col. 5, lines 28-65; col. 6, 
lines 1-60]. 

Per claims 4 and 25, said storage control unit generates data to display said acquired 
WWN of said newly host computer [fig. 2; col. 5, lines 10-25; col. 15, lines 1-27]. 
Per claims 5 and 26, said storage control unit provides data to display a table which is 
relationships between said host group belonging to said newly host computer and said 
storage region to be accessed from said host group belonging to said newly host computer 
[fig. 1-2; col. 9, lines 40-45; col. 15, lines 3-27; col. 16, lines 27-40]. 
Per claims 6 and 27, inherently, Burton teaches wherein said administrator can select an 
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access enable right for said newly host computer to access said storage region of said 
plurality of storage regions [col. 9, lines 40-45; col. 15, lines 3-17; col. 6, line 64 to col. 
7, line 5]. This is because when a newly host computer is added to the system, the 
network administrator must determine and assigned which storage region the newly 
added host can access and can not access. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
patent. 

Claims 8-21, 29-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Burton et 
al. 

Per claim 8, Burton teaches a storage system comprising: a storage control unit for 
receiving a data write request from a plurality of host computers which configure a 
plurality of host groups; at least one storage unit coupled to said storage control unit, said 
storage unit has a plurality of storage regions for storing data; wherein said storage 
control unit has security information indicating relationships between each of said host 
groups and each of said storage regions accessible for each of said host groups; wherein 
said security information is used by said storage control unit to reject accesses from other 
host groups other than each of said host groups are permitted to access to each of said 
storage regions; and wherein said storage control unit receives a Port Login (PLOGI) 
frame from a newly host computer which is newly coupled to said storage control unit, 
and acquires a source identifier (SJD) contained in said PLOGI frame from said PLOGI 
frame so that an administrator can select a storage region of said plurality of storage 
regions to be accessed from a host group belonging to said newly host computer 
[abstract; col. 3, lines 1-40; col. 5, lines 1-25, lines 38-65; col 6, lines 1-65; col. 7, lines 
1-35; col. 9, lines 40-50; col. 11, lines 15-60; col. 12, lines 40-65; col. 13, lines 5-38; col. 
15, lines 3-17]. 
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Burton further teaches: 

Per claims 9, 17, 30 and 38, said storage control unit sends Accept (ACC) frame or Link 
Service Reject (LS_RJT) frame based on said received PLOGI frame [col. 5, lines 55-65; 
col. 6, lines 1-60; col. 7, lines 7-35]. 

Per claims 10, 18, 31 and 39, said newly host computer is newly started up [col. 9, lines 
40-45; col. 15, lines 3-17]. 

Per claims 11, 19, 32 and 40, said storage control unit acquires a World Wide Name 
(WWN) contained in said PLOGI frame from said PLOGI frame and generates data to 
display said acquired WWN of said newly host computer [col. 5, lines 9-65; col. 9, lines 
40-45]. 

Per claims 12 and 33, wherein said storage control unit provides data to display a table 
which is relationships between said host group belonging to said newly host computer 
and said storage region to be accessed from said host group belonging to said newly host 
computer [fig. 1-2; col. 9, lines 4-45]. 

Per claims 13 and 34, Burton inherently teaches said administrator can select an access 
enable right for said newly host computer to access said storage region of said plurality of 
storage regions [col. 9, lines 40-45; col. 15, lines 3-17; col. 6, line 64 to col. 7, line 5]. 
This is because when a newly host computer is added to the system, the network 
administrator must determine and assigned which storage region the newly added host 
can access and can not access. 

Per claims 14 and 35, said storage region is a logical unit [fig. 2]. 
Per claims 15, 21, 36 and 42, said storage control unit acquires a World Wide Name 
(WWN) contained in said PLOGI frame from said PLOGI frame [col. 5, lines 38-65; col. 
6, lines 1-15]. 

Per claim 16, Burton teaches the claimed limitations as mentioned in claim 8, and further 
teaches "and provides data to display relationships between a newly host group belonging 
to said newly host computer and a logical unit of said plurality of logical units to be 
accessed from said newly host group [fig. 1-2; col. 9, lines 40-45; col. 15, lines 3-27; col. 
16, lines 27-40]. 

Per claims 20 and 41, storage control unit makes state that an administrator can select an 
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access enable right for said newly host group to access said logical unit of said plurality 
of logical units [col. 10, lines 56-65]. 

Per claims 29 and 37, Burton teaches the claimed limitations as mentioned in claims 8 
and 16. Burton teaches administrator can select a storage regions to not be accessed from 
said new host computer [col. 9, lines 40-45; col. 10, lines 56-60; col. 15, lines 3-27]. 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Ito et al, PN 6,684,209 discloses security method for storage subsystem. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ngoc Dinh whose telephone number is (571) 272-4191. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30 AM-5:00 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, DONALD A. SPARKS can be reached on (571) 272-4201. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
746-7239 for regular communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2100. 
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